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DAVID W. FERRIE WAS DEAD -IN'BED , • 
He was questioned last November jon‘ JFK death 


Admitted He Was 

— m Di>t A 




STRANGE DEATH in Florida echoes with 

demand for an investigation; another man 

asks protection: page tfi. 

NEW ORLEANS, Feb.v22&(AP) — David W. 
Ferric, a central figure in Dist A tty. Jim Garrison's 
current investigation of the assassination of Presi- 
dent John V; Kennedy, was found dead in his bed 
today. He was nude, and a bed sheet was pulled 
over his head. 

Only last Saturday Feme had told the New 
Orleans States-Item that the district attorney was 
investigating him because “supposedly I have been 
pegged as the getaway pilot in ah elaborate plan to , 
kill Kennedy.” Feme called Garrison's probe “a 
big joke.” 

Police said it was not immediately determined 
1 whether Feme's death was murder, suicide or re- 
sulted from natural causes. They said a quantity of 
pills was found near the body. 

The coroner said death was caused by a rup- 
tured blood vessel in the brain. 

However, Coroner Nicholas Chetta said a com* 
plete toxicology report was ordered because of a 
! report that Feme, about 44, told a friend he was 
depressed and wanted to end his life. 

Garrison said today he had planned to arrest 
Ferrie next week. 

Unit to 4ssossinatfOft Claimed 

“The apparent suicide of David Ferrie ends the 
life of a man who, in my judgment, was one of his- ! 
tory’s most important individuals ” Garrison told 
a news conference. 

“Evidence developed by our office had long 
since confirmed that he was involved in events 
culminating in the* assassination of President 
I Kennedy. 

“Apparently we waited too long.” 


“I have no further comment to make about 
Mr, Ferrie's death or about any other aspects of 
the case,” 

Dr. Chetta said a note was found in Feme’s 
apartment, cluttered with religious objects. The 
note read in part: “To leave this life is, for me, a 
sweet prospect. 1 find nothing in it that is desirable 
and on the other hand everything that is loathe- 
some/' 


There was no sign of vio- 
lence. Police declined all com- 
ment. 

Ferrie had told friends re- 
cently he was suffering from 
encephalitis (sleeping sick- 
ness). 

Detectives questioned a 
youth who reportedly found 
the body. He appeared to be 
about 23, with sandy blond 
hair combed long, with full 
sideburns. A policeman said 
the youth was a friend of 


Ferrie and one of his cowork 
era. 

It was learned that the 
district attorney's office 
had two men maintaining 
surveillance of Ferried 
apartment last November. 

Ferrie was arrested shortly 
after the Nov. 22, 1963, assas* 
sination of Kennedy and 
questioned. He was released 

(Cont. on Page 16, Cols. 
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JFK PLOT FIGURE 
FOUND DEAD IN BED 


(Continued from Page 1) 

after the arrest of Lee Harvey 
Oswald in Dallas, 

Feme operated 


a flying 
service liere and was a pri- 
vate investigator. 

He said Saturday he and 
two friends drove to Texas 
the day of the assassination. 
“We went to Houston, 
Galveston and then back to 
Alexandria, La.” Feme 
was quoted as saying. 

When he returned to New 
Orleans, he said, he was ques- 
tioned at length by the dis- 
trict attorney's office, 

Ferrie said he was called 
into the district attorney’s of- 
fice last November and asked 
about his activities the week 
Kennedy was shot. 

Garrison began his investi- 


be made and convictions ob-| 
tained, Garrison said, 

Ferrie said in an Inter- 
view Saturday that while 
he was in Texas in 1963, 13 
law officers, including Gar- 
rison, entered his home 
and carted off hooks, pho- 
tographs and personal be- 
longings. 

“They took a. substantial 
amount of my property,” he 
said, • ■ 

BOOKED AS FUGITIVE 
Ferrie said he went to the 
district attorney's office and 
was booked as a fugitive 
from Texas. He said he asked 
to be Interviewed by the FBI. 
After that interview the FBI 
questioned him. He was re^ 
leased. 

Garrison said his investiga- 
tion has been seriously im- 
paired by disclosure of the In- 


uainson □egau mvcaw- paireu uy uj^oiubuic u± uhc .Le- 
gation into the assassination yestigat ion last Friday, As a 
last October. He said Satur- result, he said, arrests would 


day he expects to prove a 
conspiracy was hatched here 
and that it led to the assassi- 
nation in Dallas. Arrests will 


be months away . 

Garrison could not be 
reached immediately for 
comment on Feme's death. 

Pending further Investiga- 
tion, the official police report 
listed Feme's death as um 
classified. 

# When he was brought in 
lor questioning last Novem- 
ber, Ferrie said he asked to 


se a copy of his Interview 
ith the FBI. He said he did 
lot see a copy and was re- 
used. 

In his questioning last 
November, Fetrie said, 
Chief Investigator Louis 
Ivon told him that the UiS- 
tncfr attorneys office had 
“positively uncovered a 
plot In New Orleans to as- 
sassinate Kennedy.” 

Ferrie said the FBI first be- 
came interested in him after 
a man identified as Ed Voble 
of New Orleans reported he 
served with Oswald in a Civil 
Air Patrol unit commanded 
by Ferrie. 

Actually, Ferrie said, Voble 
was in the Moisant Squadron 
and ‘T was in the Lakefront 
Squadron.” Ferrie said he 
never knew Oswald, identi 
fled by the Warren Commis- 
sion as the man who shot 
Kennedy. 

Ferrie said he doubted the 
existence Of a conspiracy. 

“My assessment of Os- 
wald is that lie would be in- 
capable of conspiring be- 
cause he would be incapa- 
ble of any interpersonal re 
lationship, especially any 
thing as delicate as a cor 
spiracy to kill,” Ferrie said. 
Ferrie is listed in the city 
directory as a psychologist. 
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NEW ORLEANS APARTMENT WHERE DAVID FERRIE WAS FOUND DEAD 
Police and press gather at residence of JFK death inquiry figure 


